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Intro to Symposium „qualilongi research“
While 30 years ago qualitative methods were regarded as nothing more than a supplement or as a prelude to quantitative research, today they are widely accepted as procedures that generate complementary data. 
They are especially useful for illuminating how individuals and groups act at intersections of time and place and how the biographical pacing of life course transitions comes about.

Qualitative methods of data collection are manifold from participant observation, narrative interviews, in-depth interviews, semi-structured and focused interviews to focus groups, just to mention the most popular ones. The same holds for data analysis, the task of making sense of transcripts, from computer-assisted data organization and construction of categories to the  coding steps in grounded theory and objective hermeneutics. 
This is irritating to researchers who are used to constructing a structured questionnaire, drawing a random sample, and applying statistical techniques of data analysis.
Meanwhile qualitative methodology has supplied a sound foundation for solidifying is was not an easy progress because for quite sometime there was a feeling of inferiority methodological weakness concerning the quality standards of qualitative studies, sampling, reliability, validity, generalizability
Books like “What is a Case”, edited by C. Ragin and  H. Becker in 1992 and “Time Matters” by A. Abbott (2001) promoted the use of small-n samples in order to get a contextualized, actor-centred view of how social conditions are influencing decision making, risk taking, well-being and whole biographies. More recently, we see more handbooks of qualitative methods and mixed methods. 

Moreover, several Qualidata Archives invite re-use of transcripts for secondary analysis. Like quantitative data banks, Qualidata Archives provide material for secondary analysis. In order to attract researchers and to be used for training students, these archives need special documentation and resource-wise experts who are able to advise re-users who are looking for thematically fitting, categorically organized transcripts e.g keywords
A boost for qualilongi research was associated with the Bremen Life Course Center during the 1990s when a series of qualitative longitudinal studies – funded by the German Research Foundation (DFG) - were conducted, embedded in large-N longitudinal surveys. And in the UK, the ESRC programme “Timescapes”, which runs a symposium at this conference, has been conducting interconnected longitudinal case studies with qualitative methods of the temporal linkages of life course dimensions since 2007.
Nowadays it is widely accepted that tracking lives needs quantitative as well as qualitative data in order to understand how changing economic and political circumstances impact on actors’ life chances and how actors with different resources deal with such changes in different life phases. Qualitative methods are excellent for capturing actors’ perception of changing living arrangements and their thoughts and strategies of maintaining self-esteem and social ties.
All longitudinal studies are confronted with the challenge of creating and maintaining their respondent’s cooperation across many waves. Qualilongi researchers have to engage in serious efforts not just for obtaining reliable and valid data across time, but also must to embed their studies in a mutual relationship of trust, in addition to confidentiality and consent, because they collect highly sensitive data. This is not an issue of recall errors, but of research ethics.
The 2010 summer Newsletter of the Center of Longitudinal Studies at the University of London is dedicated to the topic of our symposium by discussing the (added) value of combining qualitative research with longitudinal studies.

They highlight that quantilongi data can be the background for selecting respondents for biographical case studies, either for the purpose of illustrating dry research reports or for generating hypotheses to be tested by survey data…This underrates the real value of the qualilongi approach, that is monitoring the respondents’ perceptions and actions across time in their changing economic and social contexts, e.g. before and after life course transitions. Thus, we expect that the contributions to our symposium will illuminate the advances and advantages of the qualilongi design by showing that
1) longitudinal data can be used to identify specific groups that show different ways of adapting to changes,
2) narrative methods can explore how biographies and accounts are embedded in  contexts of social relationships and social inequality, 

3) how small-n subsamples can be related to a large-N sample
Finally, mixed or combined methods invite researchers to move beyond technical issues of integrative analysis towards conceptual, theoretically driven integration. This is quite a challenge, as Bren Neale notes in her and Sarah Irwin’s contribution to the Newsletter.
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